REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the rejected claims in this 
application are respectfully requested. 

Claims 14, 16, 21 and 22 have been amended by deleting or changing 
every word identified as objectionable in the rejection under 
35. U.S.C. 112. In addition, in claim 22 "third link" has been changed to 
"other Hnk" to make the wording in this dependent claim consistent with 
the wording in its parent claim 21. 

The requirement for a new drawing showing the outwardly facing 
surface of the handrails and the flat panel being aligned is not necessary. 
This relationship is already shown in the drawings. Note the areas 
pinpointed by the arrows drawn on the copy of Fig. 7 below, where the 
alignment of the flat panel outside surfaces 55 and 58 with the outwardly 
facing surfaces of handrail legs 42 and 46 are clearly shown : 
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Accordingly all reasons for the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112 have 
been obviated. Applicant requests that a Notice of Allowability be mailed 
promptly in view of the Special status of this application. 

January 25, 2005 

30 N. Nanagosa Trail 

Suttons Bay, MI 49682 Respectfully submitted, 



I, Charles M. Kaplan, hereby certify that the foregoing 
Amendment has been deposited with the U.S. Postal Service, with 
adequate first class postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450, this 26th day of January, 2005. 



(231) 271-6868 

email kaplanpat@mac.C0'm 




Charles M. Kaplan 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Charles M. Kaplan ' 
Registration No. 19,416 
Customer Number 24236 
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